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!According to the Composite Water 
Management"Index 
(CWMI)"report"released by the NITI 
Aayog,  in 2018, 21 major cities 
(Delhi, Bangalore, Chennai, 
Hyderabad and others) are racing to 
reach zero groundwater levels by 
2020, a#ecting access for 100 million 
people.$
!12 per cent of India’s population is 
already living the 'Day Zero' scenario.$
!The"CWMI report also states that by 
2030, the country's water demand is 
projected to be twice the available 
supply, implying severe water 
scarcity for hundreds of millions of 
people and an eventual"six per cent 
loss in the country's GDP.

WATER CONSUMPTION IN INDIA



WATER CONSUMPTION IN WEAKER 
SECTIONS OF SOCIETY IN INDIA
Very large numbers of  poor people, supposedly 
unable to a#ord safe water, still do not recieve it, 
and have to pay if they do recieve it. $
The huge subsidies allocated to the sector primarily 
benefit the better-o#.$
The public authorities responsible for services are 
generally ine#ective.$
The recurrent financial and investment requirements 
of the sector vastly exceed the public funds likely to 
be available. $

Experiences that need to be embraced by the 
government :$

1. Poor people can a#ord and are willing to pay for 
safe water, if they get a reliable supply, if they get 
the service levels and other features they want, and 
if they are sure other people are paying their fair 
share too.$

2. Sustainability is more important than coverage. It 
requires the active involvement of water users in 
planning facilities in making informed choices about 
service levels, which in turn facilitates their 
willingness to pay.



SOLUTIONS
•The Union government recently formed 
a new Jal Shakti (water) ministry, which 
aims at!tackling water issues with a 
holistic and integrated perspective on 
the subject. The ministry has 
announced an ambitious plan to provide 
piped water connections to every 
household in India by 2024. 
•Water is not distributed properly. Some 
areas of mega cities like Delhi and 
Mumbai are privileged to get more that 
than the standard municipal water 
norm of 150 litres per capita per day 
while other areas get 40-50 lpcd. 
Therefore, proper distribution of water 
could prevent unnecessary wastage of 
water.



WATER CHALLENGES IN MUMBAI 
Mumbai, the world’s second-most crowded city, 
doesn’t stare at a water crisis at the moment, but 
experts believe that it faces the problem of “water 
stress”. That’s a situation when demand for the 
resource exceeds the available supply.

Instead of cutting back and disciplining the supply, 
sourcing, distribution and leakage or doing something 
constructive, the government is considering damming 
rivers, which isn’t the solution. Mumbai gets 97 
percent of its water from dams on rivers Bhatsa, 
Vaitarna and Tansa, said Sitaram Shelar, convener of 
Pani Haq Samiti, a collective organisation working on 
water-related issues.
 
“But from Mumbai itself, we are not getting a single 
drop as portable water. We are getting 3,800 MLD 
(million litre  per day) of purified water every day, 
which is coming into the city and going back out 
without the treatment”.



SOLUTIONS 
The Maharashtra government in its latest Mumbai 
Development Plan 2034 allowed to increase the floor 
space index, or the extent of development allowed on a 
piece of land, for both commercial and residential 
buildings. The government needs to conserve its water 
sources while letting this expansion take place, 
government said. “Defining development without 
including the water body is not sustainable,” 

Government said every citizen would have to inculcate a 
discipline about water consumption as even saving one 
spoonful of water today will go a long way. The housing 
societies can go for recycling used water, which will not 
only bring down water cost but cut a lot of water. 

“The recycled water will be bio-rich... people who have 
used this water told us that this water has killed 
cockroaches in their pipelines.
But the key point is that people will have to learn to 
contain their aspirations, said government.There are 
societies which are 32 floor tall with four apartments on 
each floor, and each having a swimming pool or infinity 
pool, and they will get water supply.” Citizens would have 
to understand that this is not sustainable. That this may 
make all the taps run dry in the city.
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As a part of being a responsible 
citizen, the children of a pre-school, 
Kangaroo Kids, Wadala organised a 
rally on 25th January 2019, to create 
awareness about water conservation 
among everyone. The little ones 
marched from the school campus 
and went around the streets of the 
school locality with the slogans 
“Water is Precious”, “Save Water 
Save Life” by carrying placards, 
speaking and emphasising about the 
need to Reduce the use of Water. 
The children reiterated the fact that 
we all need to make a conscious 
e#ort to ‘Save our planet Earth- by 
Saving Water’.

Pre Schoolers in Mumbai march in a rally for water conservation 



SCHOOL CHILDREN COMBATING WATER 
PROBLEMS

In Pune, 7,000 schoolchildren are now empowered to save and conserve water. 
What they do is simple: they collect leftover water from their water bottles in a 
large drum installed in their school. This water replaces the fresh water used to 

water the plants and clean the school premises.The leftover water collection 
drive also extends to the staff working at the schools, to encourage students. 

An initiative that is not just helping to save water but also creating awareness 
among children


