
Khadi: Trade routes 
 
Indian Khadi fabric, also known as khaddar is made from spinning threads on an instrument 
called charkha. It is a versatile fabric that is spun and woven by hand and is recognised as 
the prime and universal cottage industry of this ancient land since time immemorial. 
The origin of Khadi dates back to the pastoral, also called the third stage of human 
civilisation where the Indians discovered cotton trees and the cultivation of cotton went under 
a rapid stride, making India the original home of cotton cloth, or Khadi.  
 
Eventually, when Alexander the Great invaded India, his soldiers started wearing cotton 
clothes in the heat instead of their traditional woolens and found them to be far more 
comfortable. The trade routes established by Alexander and his successors introduced 
cotton to remote parts of Asia and Europe. By the medieval era, with the advent of the 
Portuguese, India’s hand woven muslin, calico and chintz swayed across the markets of 
Europe.Worried about the threat to their local mills, France and England enacted laws to ban 
import of chintz and flooded Indian markets with low-cost fabrics manufactured in European 
mills. This, along with introduction of textile mills in Bombay, resulted in a sharp dip in the 
production of handwoven Khadi in India until it was single-handedly halted by the ‘Father of 
our Nation’, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi who made Khadi the basis of India’s economic 
regeneration, calling it the fabric of freedom. 
Khadi, whether of cotton, silk or wool, has seen many ups and downs along several trade 
routes.It has experienced many vicissitudes but that only strengthened it and made it a vital 
fulcrum around which the village community life has been built up. From simple beginnings, 
it has reached the highest water mark of achievement and continues to flourish as the fabric 
of freedom to fashion. 
 
 
 


